Classroom Counseling Lesson Plan 
	Lesson Title
	Grade Range
	Time Needed

	Becoming a Career Detective
	3-5
	45 minutes



	Domain
	Mindset Standards
	Behavior Standards

	Career
	2
	SS2



Learning Objectives:
· Know where and how to obtain information about the world of work and post-secondary training/education
· Explain what workers do and need to know in various careers
· Investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge of self and to make informed career decisions
Supplies/Materials:
· Either draw a giant magnifying glass on the board or on butcher paper to hang up in front of the class (used for class demonstration on interviewing)
· “Interview Questions” (attached)
· “Investigative Reporter’s Notebook” (attached)
· (Optional) People who work at the school or those in the community who can come to be interviewed during this lesson (Or you could have students pick someone to interview outside of school making this a 2-part lesson)

Outline:
1. Arrange to interview the classroom teacher for the beginning of this lesson. This will model interviewing for the students before they conduct interviews on their own.
2. Display the giant magnifying glass in front of the classroom. 
3. Ask students where they have gathered information about careers (such as: observing and talking with parents, school workers, community workers, and books/Internet/magazines). Write student responses in the magnifying glass.
4. Think of a well-known reporter (either local or national) and ask students if they have ever seen or heard _________. They job title for ________ is “reporter.” 
5. Ask students about what the role of a reporter is and as well as one’s responsibilities. 
6. Inform the students today they will be Investigative Reporters, who are reporters who investigate a story in depth. They will be investigating in-depth as they interview adults to uncover information about the roles and responsibilities of adults at work. 
7. Inform the students the first worker they will investigate is their classroom teacher. Lead the class in a discussion of the career or job of a teacher, such as asking what a teacher does, needs to know, and how to find out more about what a teacher needs to know. Record the answers on the board. 
8. Hand out the “Interview Questions” sheet (attached) and tell students a way to find out more is to conduct an interview of their classroom teacher using the listed questions on the handout. 
9. Interview the classroom teacher as you ask the questions on the “Interview Questions” sheet to model interviewing. Inform students to write down the answers on their sheet.
10. Tell students they will now get to interview someone and put their information, or evidence, into an “Investigative Reporter’s Notebook” (attached), which is similar to how some reporters record interview notes in a notebook so they can compile evidence in a logical way. (The questions from the “Interview Questions” handout are in the “Investigative Reporter’s Notebook.”)
11. If you have other workers come to the classroom, split them up among the students so they can interview a worker using questions listed in the “Investigative Reporter’s Notebook.” Otherwise, you can have them take the booklet home and interview someone outside of school.

[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Adapted from: 
Missouri Comprehensive Guidance Programs. (n.d.) Career investigations: Jobs in the world of work: Becoming a Career Detective. 




Interview Questions
5 W’s and H

Who influenced your decision to become a _________________________?

What do you like about your job?

What is your roles as a ___________________?

What are some responsibilities as a _________________?

What skills does a _____________ have to have?

What school subjects do you use as a ______________________?

When did you decide to become a ______________________?

Where did you get your training to become a __________________________?

Why did you choose to become a __________________________?

How many years of training did it take to become a ________________________?

Is there anything else you would like me to know about a ______________________?


 (
Investigative Reporter’s Notebook
) (
Back cover
) (
PRIVATE PROPERTY OF:
___________________________________
) (
TOP SECRET INFORMATION
) (
World of Work Investigative Reporter’s Notebook
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Cut on the dotted lines and fold on the solid.
)Investigative Reporter’s Notebook
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Interview Questions
5 W’s and an H
Who influenced you decision to become a ________________________?
What do you like about your job?
What is your role as a __________________?
What are some of your responsibilities?
What skills does a _________________ have to have?
What school subjects do you use as a _________________________?
When did you decide to become a ______________________?
) (
Where did you get your training to become a _______________________?
Why did you choose to become a _________________________?
How many years of training did it take to become a ___________________?
Is there anything else you would like me to know about being a _____________________?
)Cut on the dotted lines and fold on the solid.

Interview Questions
5 W’s and an H

Who influenced you decision to become a ________________________?



What do you like about your job?



What is your role as a __________________?



What are some of your responsibilities?



What skills does a _________________ have to have?



What school subjects do you use as a _________________________?



When did you decide to become a ______________________?




Where did you get your training to become a _______________________?



Why did you choose to become a _________________________?



How many years of training did it take to become a ___________________?



Is there anything else you would like me to know about being a _____________________?

